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Parents Role for Student Online Learning 
1. Be constructive and goal-oriented - Students should see their parents as their greatest cheerleaders and coaches. Reinforce the 

bigger picture and how day-to-day responsibilities lead to the larger goal. 
2. Find a balance to groom long term success – It is important to find the appropriate parent-coaching behavior for your student. 

An authoritarian approach may rid the student of their independent learning. However, an overly supportive approach can cause 
overreliance on the support, which can disrupt the learning rhythm. Adapt to the lessons/activities assigned to challenge your 
student to engage with the curriculum.  

3. Set the Standard – A parent role should focus on offering support to the learning structure and reinforce the goals that can be 
accomplished. Setting a schedule or allowing check-ins can keep a parent up to date and knowledgeable of when their input 
might be necessary. Designating an area of the home for learning will allow parents to keep an eye on progress. Noting 
behaviors, opportunities and barriers will create opportunities for parents to adapt or adjust the environment. 

4. Set the expectation – Setting an increased value for education and learning can come through in how a parent dictates online 
learning time, prioritizes needs and the personal attention they can provide. Remember that some stimuli, such as television, 
cellphones, and music, can be disruptive to the learning environment.  

5. Set up a schedule that works – During these times, we know many of our students will be helping with younger siblings while 
their parents are at work. Developing your own schedule that works with your family situation is imperative. Here is an 
example of an online learning schedule: 

a. 8:00 am – Breakfast – Talk to your child about what they are hoping to accomplish today. 
b. 9:00 am – Login to Focus and find assignments for the week/day. Pick an assignment or two and have your student begin 

working. Communicate any questions with the teacher via email/FOCUS early. 
c. 10:30 am – Take a break; Find a constructive activity to refresh. 
d. 11:00 am – Log back in and continue 1st assignment. 
e. 12:00 pm – Lunch/Break/Rest 
f. 1:00 pm – Log back in and begin 2nd assignment 
g. 2:30 pm – Take a break; Find a constructive activity to refresh. 
h. 3:00 pm – Log Back in and continue 2nd assignment; communicate with teachers any questions or concerns. 
i. 4:00 pm – Finish for the day and spend time as a family. 

 

Student Role for Online Learning 
All online student interactions and behaviors are still expected to fall under the Brevard Public Schools and Merritt Island High 

School Code of Conduct. Failure to do so may result in disciplinary actions. 
1. Sign in to FOCUS daily – FOCUS will be used to monitor student activity and will be the main way teachers will communicate 

assignments and lessons. Starting your academic day by reviewing what you have accomplished, and what needs to be completed, 
will help organize this new learning environment. 

2. Prioritize assignments – In a distance learning environment, the student is held more responsible for starting, progressing, and 
completing assignments. Now that the student is taking more ownership, they must prioritize which assignments should come 
first, when to begin them, and completing them before moving on to the next assignment. 

3. Monitor your grades – Teachers will be grading assignments as work is submitted. Check your grades regularly to monitor any 
inconsistencies. If you do notice any issues, communicate with your teacher early and often. In some cases, the way an 
assignment was submitted, or the timing can impact submission status. 

4. Be mindful of academic integrity and plagiarism – In a distance learning environment, students completed responsible for 
ensuring that all work presented is their own. Students need to ensure that all sourcing and citations rules are followed, and that 
student work does not violate any academic integrity and plagiarism code. 
 

Netiquette 
“Netiquette,” or network etiquette, is concerned with the “proper” way to communicate in an online environment. Consider the 

following “rules,” whenever you communicate in the virtual world. 
Rule 1. Remember the Human – When communicating electronically, remember your words are read by real people, all deserving of 
respectful communication. 
Rule 2. Adhere to the same standards of behavior online that you follow in real life – You should do your best to act within the 
laws and ethical manners of society whenever you inhabit “cyberspace.” 
Rule 3. Know where you are in cyberspace – Depending on where you are in the virtual world, the same written communication can 
be acceptable in one area, where it might be considered inappropriate in another.  
Rule 4. Make yourself look good online – Always check for spelling and grammar errors, know what you’re talking about and state 
it clearly, and be pleasant and polite. 
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Rule 5. Be forgiving of other people’s mistakes – Practice kindness and forgiveness as you would hope someone would do if you 
had committed the same office. If you do feel compelled to respond to a mistake, do it in a private email rather than a public forum. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs) 
1. How should the parent help monitor student work and progress? 

 Merritt Island High School teachers will be utilizing a variety of different platforms and resources to 
provide your students with the best quality distance learning opportunity. However, teachers will still 
utilize FOCUS as the main communication and grading platform. Our teachers will use FOCUS to notify 
students and parents of upcoming assignments, message students about progress, and update grades to 
show completion. Parents should monitor their student’s FOCUS dashboard to see week to week progress 
and assignment. 

2. How should my student submit assignments? 
 Your student’s teachers will communicate which platform they will be utilizing to turn in work. Teachers 

may request that students complete work and email the teacher individual. Other teachers may use Google 
Classroom, which allows the student to upload the assignments directly. Read each assignment direction 
closely and follow the teacher’s instructions about how to submit completed work. 

3. How will teachers be communicating their feedback with my student? 
 The FOCUS website has a communication messaging feature that allows the teacher to send feedback 

directly to the student. Teachers are also looking at creatives ways to reach out to students if additional 
communication is necessary, such as utilizing Google Voice or Meets as a way of making phone calls. 
Work with the individual teacher to support the varying communication needs for your student. 

4. What are tests, quizzes, and other assessments going to be like with distance learning? 
 Teachers are developing quality assessments that will check for understanding and mastery on this new 

online setting. Some assessments will be performance based and require the students to demonstrate their 
understanding by completing a task. Other assessments may use a formal test/quiz set up, but on an online 
platform such as Google Forms. Teachers will communicate their expectations of their students 
throughout the rest of the school year. 

5. One of my student’s classes hasn’t been updated in a while. What should we do? 
 Flexibility and patience are the key words as we shift to distant learning. One of the scheduling models 

being used by our faculty involves updating at the beginning of the week, communicating during the 
week, and submitting/grading at the end. If a class assignment has not been updated since the beginning 
of the week, or grades haven’t updated since the last week, be patient. Wait until the next week to see if 
there have been no changes, then communicate via email or FOCUS for additional clarity. 

6. What should we do if we’re having technical issues or issues with logging in to a specific 
website/program? 

 One significant issue with distance learning will be the variety of programs that require login information. 
Between the student’s Brevard Share account, Khan Academy, Google Classroom, FOCUS, CommonLit, 
and the many other platforms, your student may have multiple logins. To be proactive, work during the 
interim to identify and write down all your student’s login information. If during this time, you’re having 
issues, please reach out to the teacher for additional support. If necessary, school technology specialists 
and administrators are available at the school for additional technology support. 

7. We have internet/technology issues. How can my student participate in distance learning? 
 Merritt Island High School is going to have laptops and other technology available for certain students 

who do not have regular access to technology. Please contact the school to schedule a pick-up 
appointment at 321-454-1000. If there is continued technology related issues, communicate with the 
teacher and they will set up a pick-up/drop off strategy for paper-based student work. This strategy is 
being utilized on an individual basis. 

8. What is going to happen with my student’s grades? 
 There will be no interruption of students’ grades as we shift to distance learning. As we enter the fourth 

grading period, students are still expected to engage in the curriculum that is being developed by their 
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teacher. The assignments are designed to match the state standards and be an accurate reflection of 
student mastery of the content. 


